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American Travel Baseball And Travel Softball

Parent guide

What Travel Baseball and Softball Really Cost

The full annual price of a travel season - team fees, tournaments, travel, equipment, and private instruction -
with worksheets and the questions to ask before you write the first check.

Edition v1.4 - generated August 1, 2026. Read the interactive version with the cost calculator at
https://atbats.org/resources/travel-baseball-costs.

TYPICAL ALL-IN ANNUAL RANGE, ONE PLAYER

$1,150 - $19,500

LINE BY LINE

Where the money goes

Team / club fee $500 - $4,500

The headline number on the flyer. Ask exactly what it covers - some programs bundle tournaments and uniforms, others bill them
separately.

Tournament entry (if billed separately) $0 - $2,000

Entries commonly run several hundred dollars per weekend, split across the roster. Confirm how many events are planned and
who pays if the team adds more.

Uniforms and team gear $150 - $600
Two jerseys, pants, hat, helmet, bag. Ask how often the uniform package is replaced - an annual redesign is a recurring cost.

Personal equipment $200 - $900

Bat, glove, cleats, catcher's gear. The certification stamp matters more than the brand; an illegal bat is the most common wasted
purchase.

Travel: hotels, gas, food $300 - $5,000
Usually the largest and least-discussed line. Out-of-state events with required team hotel blocks drive this fast.

Private instruction / facility time $0 - $4,000
Optional in theory. Ask whether lessons with team coaches are expected, and whether declining affects playing time.

Showcases and recruiting events (14U+) $0 - $2,500
Only relevant for older players. Verify who actually attends before paying for exposure.

Ranges are orientation figures compiled from published youth-sports spending surveys and typical program fee schedules. Ask any
program you are considering for its own written numbers.
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PRICE BANDS

Three tiers of travel ball

Local travel $800 - $2,500 / year

8U-12U teams playing mostly within a two-hour drive.
Weekend tournaments close to home, few or no hotel nights, modest coaching stipends. Most families in this tier spend more on
gas and concessions than they expect.

Regional travel $2,500 - $6,000 / year

Competitive teams entering 8-14 sanctioned events across a multi-state footprint.
Paid coaching, indoor winter training, and several hotel weekends. This band matches the roughly $2,200 average team fee
reported in parent surveys once travel is added on top.

National / showcase $6,000 - $15,000+ / year

Older teams built around recruiting exposure and national events.
Flights, week-long events, showcase entry fees, and private instruction. Programs in this tier should be able to document
coaching credentials and where the money goes.

WATCH FOR THESE

Costs that show up after you commit

e Required team hotel blocks booked above market rate

e Mandatory fundraising minimums you personally cover if unmet

e Uniform redesigns billed every season instead of every other year
e Extra tournaments added mid-season with a new assessment

e Winter facility rental billed separately from the annual fee

e Coach travel, lodging, and per-diem split across the roster

e Sibling schedules: meals out, lost weekends, missed work hours

e Non-refundable deposits if your child is cut, injured, or moves

WORKSHEET

Build your own number in five steps

Get the fee schedule in writing, with dates and dollar amounts - not a verbal estimate.
Count the planned events, then multiply hotel nights by two people and add mileage.
Add a 15% buffer for added events, equipment replacement, and travel surprises.

Divide the total by 12 and decide whether that monthly number is comfortable, not just possible.

o A~ W NP

Ask about payment plans, scholarships, and the written refund policy before committing.
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BEFORE YOU PAY

Money questions to ask a program

What is the all-in cost per player for the full year?
Good answer: A written schedule listing team fee, tournament entries, uniforms, and any facility or coaching charges, with due
dates.

What is NOT included in the fee?
Good answer: A specific list - travel, lodging, personal equipment, lessons - rather than "just the usual stuff."

How many events are planned, and where?
Good answer: A draft schedule with locations, so you can price hotel nights and time off work before you commit.

What is the refund policy if my child is cut, injured, or we move?
Good answer: A written policy with prorated terms - not "we handle it case by case.”

Where does the money go?
Good answer: A plain breakdown of how much reaches coaching, facilities, and events versus program overhead. Programs
certified for financial transparency publish this.

Is private instruction expected, and does it affect playing time?
Good answer: A clear no - lessons are optional and never tied to the lineup card.

Are there fundraising minimums | am personally responsible for?
Good answer: An explicit dollar amount, or confirmation that there are none.

FAQ

Questions families ask most

How much does travel baseball cost per year?

Most families spend between $1,000 and $8,000 per year for one player. Local travel teams commonly land between $800 and
$2,500, regional teams between $2,500 and $6,000, and national or showcase programs $6,000 and up. Published parent
surveys put the average team fee around $2,200 before travel, and travel is often the single largest line item.

Why is travel baseball so expensive?

The fee itself pays for coaching, tournament entries, uniforms, insurance, and facility time. The rest of the cost is travel - hotels,
gas, food, and time off work - plus optional private instruction. Because most programs are private businesses with no required
disclosure, families often do not see the full annual number until the season is underway.

Is travel baseball worth the money?

It depends on what you are buying. Competition and coaching quality can be genuinely better than recreational ball, but paying
more does not guarantee development, playing time, or a college roster spot. Compare the all-in cost against coaching
credentials, the practice-to-game ratio, and how the program treats arm health before deciding.

What hidden costs should parents watch for?

Required hotel blocks above market rate, fundraising minimums you cover personally, annual uniform redesigns, tournaments
added mid-season with a new assessment, separate winter facility charges, and coach travel split across the roster. Ask for each
of these in writing before you pay a deposit.
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Are there scholarships or payment plans for travel baseball?
Many programs offer monthly payment plans, and some hold need-based scholarship funds or sponsor slots. Ask directly -
programs rarely advertise it. Nonprofit clubs and community organizations are the most likely to have a formal aid process.

When are travel baseball fees usually due?

Most programs collect a deposit at tryouts or roster acceptance in the late summer or fall, then bill the balance in monthly
installments through the spring. Ask for the exact due dates in writing before you accept a roster spot, because the deposit is
often non-refundable the moment you sign.

How much should | budget per month for travel baseball?

Divide your all-in annual estimate by 12, not by the number of months in the season. A $4,000 season is about $335 per month
year-round. Budgeting across twelve months keeps winter facility fees, spring tournament entries, and summer hotel weekends
from landing as surprises.

Is travel baseball cheaper than travel softball?

The cost structures are nearly identical - team fees, tournament entries, travel, and equipment land in the same ranges. Softball
families often spend a bit less on bats and a bit more on showcase events, since college recruiting timelines start earlier in
softball.

How much does a second child on a travel team add?

Plan on close to full price again for fees and equipment, but real savings on travel: one hotel room and one vehicle can cover both
players when schedules overlap. Ask whether the program offers a sibling discount and whether the two age groups typically play
the same events.

Do | have to pay for the coach's travel?

Many programs split coach lodging, mileage, and per-diem across the roster, and that is a legitimate expense when it is disclosed
up front. What is not acceptable is learning about it mid-season as a surprise assessment. Ask specifically whether coach travel is
inside the fee or billed separately.

What happens to my money if my child quits or gets cut mid-season?

That depends entirely on the written refund policy. Common terms prorate the unused portion of the team fee but keep the deposit
and any tournament entries already paid. Get the policy in writing before you pay, and ask how injuries and family relocations are
handled.

Are travel baseball fees tax deductible?

Youth sports fees are generally not deductible as a personal expense. Contributions to a program organized as a registered
501(c)(3) nonprofit may be deductible when they are true donations rather than payment for your own child's participation. Ask the
program for its tax status and consult a tax professional.

How do | know if a program's fee is fair?

Compare the fee against the number of events, practice hours, indoor facility time, coaching credentials, and what is bundled
versus billed later. A higher fee that covers tournaments, uniforms, and winter training is often cheaper all-in than a low fee with
everything billed separately.

How can | lower the cost of travel baseball?

Choose a tier that matches your actual travel budget, share hotel rooms and driving with other families, buy certified equipment
used or at end-of-season sales, skip optional showcase events before 14U, and ask about payment plans, scholarships, and
sponsor slots. Playing locally for a season costs far less than a national schedule and does not close doors.

Does spending more improve my child's chances of playing college baseball?

No. Roster spots come from measurable skills, academics, and being seen by the right programs - not from the size of your
annual invoice. Spending on quality coaching and appropriate exposure at the right age matters far more than the number of
national events on the schedule.
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How can I tell where my fees actually go?

Ask the program for a fee allocation breakdown showing how much of your payment reaches coaching, facilities, and events
versus administrative overhead. Programs that hold an ATBATS Financial Transparency verification publish that ratio on their
public profile.

CHANGELOG

What changed in this guide

Methodology and assumptions published - August 1, 2026

e Added a methodology section documenting every unit rate the calculator uses and where it comes from.
e Documented how age group scaling, the low/high range, the monthly figure, and the 15% buffer are calculated.
e Stated the model's limits, including that airfare is not itemized separately.

Expanded parent FAQ - August 1, 2026

e Added ten parent-focused questions covering payment timing, monthly budgeting, sibling costs, coach travel, refunds, tax
status, and how to lower the total.

e Updated the FAQPage structured data so search engines index every question.
\YWl Interactive calculator and PDF edition - August 1, 2026

e Added the interactive cost calculator with age group, tier, schedule, travel, lessons, and showcase inputs.
e Published this downloadable PDF edition of the guide with the full cost tables and worksheets.

e Added a version changelog so families can see what changed between editions.
Navigation and cross-links - August 1, 2026

e Added breadcrumb navigation and related-resource links to the Rules & Age Cutoffs guide and Parent Education Center.

e Linked the Program Comparison Tool from the fee-question section.
First published edition - August 1, 2026

e Annual cost table with per-line low/high ranges and sourcing notes.
e Three price bands: local, regional, and national/showcase travel.
e Hidden-cost checklist, five-step budget worksheet, and seven money questions to ask a program.

e Frequently asked questions with structured data for search engines.

ATBATS is a non-profit national governing body for youth travel baseball and travel softball. Questions about this guide? Email
info@atbats.org.
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